
Summer Reading Grade 10 S. White 

10th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
 

 
 

Choose ONE of the following novels: 
 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian, by Sherman Alexie 
 

American Street, by Ibi Zoboi 
 

The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger 
 

The Joy Luck Club, by Amy Tan 
 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky 
 
 
AS YOU READ:  
 

• Consider the question: Is being different a weakness? 
• Complete the dialectical journal assignment, choosing quotes that illustrate what makes 

a particular character “different” from others, and the effects of that perceived 
difference. Refer to the next page for more information about the dialectical journal. 

 
AFTER YOU READ:  
 

• Write an argument essay examining the questions: How does being “different” impact 
my chosen novel’s character(s)? Ultimately, is their difference a weakness or a strength? 
Strategically incorporate evidence from the novel to support your position. 

• NOTE: The final essay will be due Tuesday, September 7. We will spend some time 
together in class choosing evidence from your journal and planning the essay. 



Summer Reading Grade 10 S. White 

Grade 10 Summer Reading 
Dialectical Journal 

   
What is a Dialectical Journal? The term “dialectic” describes the process of arriving at the truth 
through conversation involving question and answer. Think of your dialectical journal as a 
conversation you have with your text as you read. While you may prefer to read uninterrupted, 
you will find that pausing to record your thoughts will keep you more engaged with the story, 
and ultimately lead you to greater insights. On a practical note, it will also prepare you for the 
writing assignment that comes next.  

 
Assignment: For this assignment, you have been asked to consider the question: Is being 
different a weakness? 
 
With that question in mind, create a dialectical journal for your summer novel as you read, 
choosing quotes that portray a character as different and/or demonstrate how the character 
deals with being an outsider or an outcast. (Does their difference weaken them in some way? 
Does it strengthen them?)  
 
As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the LEFT column of 
your chart. Be sure to use quotation marks around quotes and cite page numbers in 
parentheses. 

In the RIGHT column, write your response to each passage. Here are some examples of things 
you might include: 

• Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear. 
• Connection – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text. 
• Prediction– anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage.  
• Clarification – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction.  
• Reflection – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to 

the characters in the story/author of the article. What conclusions can you draw about 
the world, about human nature, or just the way things work? For this assignment, think 
specifically about what makes the character different, and how they react to that. 

• Evaluation - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say. 
 

Example (from The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian): 

Evidence from Text (Quotation/ Page #) Commentary  
“Poverty doesn’t give you strength or 
teach you lessons about perseverance. 
No, poverty only teaches you how to be 
poor.” (13)  

In spite of others’ romantic notions, Junior doesn’t seem 
to believe that poverty has made him stronger. I wonder if 
his opinion will change over the course of the novel.  

 
You should aim to include at least 18 quotes, including quotes from the beginning, middle, and end. 


